

	Essential Worker
	What They Do
	Where They Work
	What Tools They Use 
	What They Wear

	Bus Driver
	Transport passengers 
	Bus terminal
Bus
	Bus 
Repair equipment
Fee collection device 
	Hat
Uniform
Name tag

	Fire Fighter 
	Extinguish fires
Rescue people 
	Fire Stations 

	Fire truck
Hose
Ladder
Two-way radio
Flashlight 
	Boots
Helmet 
Face protector
Turnout coat 

	Grocery Store Worker
	Stock shelves
Sell items
Bag purchases
	Grocery stores
Super Markets

	Cash register
Carts

	Store logos
Name tags
Aprons 

	Mail Delivery Person 
	Deliver letters and packages 
	Post Office

	Mail delivery vehicle 
Mail bags 
	Uniform 
Shirt with logo 

	Paramedic
	Help sick and injured people
Transport to hospital 
	Ambulance
Emergency room
Rescue Squad 
	First aid equipment
Communication device 
Gurney
	Uniform
Name tag 
Protective covering 

	Sanitation Engineer  
	Removes trash 
Takes trash to landfill 
	Sanitation truck
Landfill
Waste disposal company 

	Garbage truck
Dumpster 


	Protective clothing
Hard hat
Gloves 
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	Taxi Driver
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	Bus Driver [image: ]
	Grocery Store Clerk 
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	Police Officer
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	Delivery Person
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	Doctor
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	Media Workers
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	Bank Teller
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	U.S. Postal Worker 
[image: 7,434 Postal Worker Cliparts, Stock Vector and Royalty Free Postal Worker  Illustrations]
	Hospital Janitor
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	Nurse
[image: ]

	Fire Fighter
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	Farmer
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	Sanitation Engineer 
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	Veterinarian
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Using Children’s Literature to Teach Economics


Lynne Farrell Stover
stoverlf@jmu.edu
Agricultural Workers
Ambulance Drivers
Bank Tellers 
Correctional Workers
Clergy 
Dentists
Educators
First Responders 
Funeral Home Workers
Grocery Store Workers
Home Health Aides 
IT and Communications Workers 
Judiciary Workers
Manufacturing Workers 
Media Workers 
Pharmacy Workers 
Plumbers 
Power Plant Operators 
Public Safety Engineers 
Sanitation Engineers 
Transit Workers 
U.S. Postal Service Workers 
Veterinarians and Support Staff
Waste Management Workers



Alphabetize: Give pairs of students a set of Essential Workers Cards.  Instruct them to shuffle the cards.  Tell them that when you say “GO” they are to place the cards in A-B-C order.  The pair that is the first to complete the task wins. 
 
Categories: Provide small groups of students with a set of the Essential Workers Cards and instruct them to create categories into which to sort the various jobs.  Some suggestions might be safest job to the most dangerous job, highest paying job to lowest paying job, job requiring the most education to job requiring the least amount of education. Encourage them to share their sorting categories ideas with the class. 

Poetry: Allow the students to select one of the Essential Workers Cards.   Instruct them to write an acrostic poem using the word on their card.  (In an acrostic poem the first letter of a selected word is the beginning of each line of the poem.)  They may wish to illustrate their poem. 
  Example: Nurse
	Nice
	Uses health tools
	Relieves those in pain
	Serves others
	Extends a helping hand 

 
Ranking: Students use their knowledge of the weather conditions depicted on the cards to rank them in a specific order.   Allow students to compare their selections and discuss their decisions for card ranking.   Possible categories include:
· Most Fierce to Mildest
· Least Predicable to Most Predicable
· Lightest to Darkest
· Most Helpful to the Environment to Least Helpful to the Environment 
· Oldest to Newest 
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