Homelessness in Children’s Literature

Crenshaw by Katrine Applegate
[image: image1.png]. KATHERINE 4




Story Synopsis: Nine-year-old Jackson Wade and his family are facing some very real problems; hunger, parental illness, joblessness, unpaid bills, and possible homelessness. When Jackson was five, he and his family were forced to live in their car due to their financial circumstances. Not wanting to repeat this experience, he finds himself assuming the role of an adult and is shouldering major stress.  It’s no wonder an imaginary friend from childhood shows up to help him cope with the seriousness of his family’s situation. 

Homelessness
Introduction: Jackson’s parents are trying their best to manage their financial situation, but they just can’t seem to get a break. Money is scarce because Mom lost her teaching job, Dad’s been diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, and Aretha, the dog, needed emergency surgery. 
Time Required: 20-30 minutes.
Materials: 
· Visual- Some Reasons People Lose Their Homes  
· Activity Cards- Jackson’s Dilemma Cards (a set for each group, run off on cardstock) 
· Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 

Objectives: 

· The student will be introduced to some of the reasons people are homeless and discuss the possible circumstances of these situations. 
· The student will rank possible reasons for homelessness according to various criteria.

Procedure:

1. Explain to the students that Jackson, the main character in Crenshaw, is very worried. He is concerned that his family may not be able to make their rent payment. Read Chapter 10 (pages 43-47) to the students. 
2. Ask the students if they remember what “clues” Jackson noticed that lead him to believe that his parents were having money problems. (Stacks of bills, parents keeping secrets and selling valuable items, lack of food)
3. Display the visual and review the list with the students. Note: This topic may be uncomfortable for some students. If this be the case, try to keep all discussion focused on the situation and characters in the book. 

4. Tell the students that Jackson’s parents were trying their best to provide for their family, but they were having some really bad luck. 

5. Show the students Jackson’s Dilemma Cards. Read each one to the students. Ask the students which one they think was the main reason Jackson and his family were having a difficult time paying their bills. (Accept any answer.)

6. Put the students in small groups. Give each group a set of dilemma cards.

7. Ask the groups to rank the cards according to specific scenarios. The provided scenarios may be used in any order. Allow for discussion after each. Stress that this is a “what do you think?” activity and there are no right or wrong answers. 

Possible Scenarios

	Rank the dilemmas from the scariest to the least scary. 


	Rank the dilemmas to most likely to cause the Wade family to lose their home to the least likely that they will be evicted. 


	Rank the dilemmas by the one that needs the most money to the one who needs the least money. 


	Rank the dilemmas to the ones that Jackson can control to the ones he has no control over. 

 


Visual- 

Homelessness

Homelessness is the condition of people who live without a regular dwelling. People who are homeless do not have regular, safe, secure and adequate housing, or lack a "fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence."
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Some Reasons People Lose Their Homes
· There is an unplanned major expense

· There is a natural disaster and the family has no insurance.
· The “bread winner” loses a job

· The car breaks down and it’s not possible to get to work

· Rent goes up

· There is a major illness in the family

· The family gets behind in monthly payment
Jackson’s Dilemma Cards
	Dad gets sick



	Dog needs surgery



	Mom loses job



	Jackson puts things in a “keepsake bag”
(everything else is sold at a yard sale) 



	The family gets evicted from their house


	The power is turned off

(because the electric bill was not paid) 
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