
 

 

Who Has Consumer Debt (by Age Group)? 
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1. Which age group has the lowest percent of 
student loan debt?  
 
 

DOK 1 

2. Mortgage is an overwhelmingly large fraction of 
people’s debt in every age group except 
_________.  

 
DOK 1 

3. You might assume that people pay off their debts as they get older. If that’s true, why are each of these 
bars the same height?  

 
 
 
DOK 2 

4. Auto loan debt levels remain fairly consistent across all age groups. Hypothesize why that might be.  
 
 
 

DOK 3 

5. If a friend said, “College is a scam -- you’ll be paying back student loans until the day you die,” would you 
agree or disagree. Support your answer with data from this graph.  
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https://www.newyorkfed.org/medialibrary/interactives/householdcredit/data/pdf/hhdc_2020q1.pdf
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