
  

 
The History of Social Security 

 

 

Comparing the Plans 

 
Directions: Complete the plans below in order to organize information about all the plans. 
Write a meaningful letter of advice for the president. 
 

 PLANS 
Attributes Townsend Long Roosevelt 

Is there a role 
for 
government 
in helping the 
elderly 
financially? 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unclear 
Explain your response: 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unclear 
Explain your response: 

o Yes 
o No 
o Unclear 
Explain your response: 

What is the 
source for the 
funding 
needed to 
pay for the 
plan? 

o redistribute wealth 
o tax businesses 
o sales tax 
o government handout 
o force workers to save 
Explain your response: 

o redistribute wealth 
o tax businesses 
o sales tax 
o government handout 
o force workers to save 
Explain your response: 

o redistribute wealth 
o tax businesses 
o sales tax 
o government handout 
o force workers to save 
Explain your response: 

Cost vs. 
Expenditure? 

Amount of money 
collected annually: 
$_________________ 
Amount of money paid 
annually to the elderly? 
$_________________ 
Will the program work? 
Explain: 

Amount of money 
collected annually: 
$_________________ 
Amount of money paid 
annually to the elderly? 
$_________________ 
Will the program work? 
Explain: 

Amount of money 
collected annually: 
$_________________ 
Amount of money paid 
annually to the elderly? 
$_________________ 
Will the program work? 
Explain: 
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