Aim:  What makes a good leader?
Topic:  George Washington’s Presidency (1789-1797)

Introduction:

After the Constitution was signed, George Washington was unanimously (with total agreement) elected President of the new United States of America by the representatives at the Convention.  He served as President for two four-year terms from 1789-1797.  He oversaw a critical period of United States history as the young nation was struggling to form its new government and survive.  
1.  Why do you think Washington was unanimously chosen to be our first President?

Task –   Read each of George Washington’s accomplishments carefully.  He is known for many “firsts” for the country.  His decision became guides for future presidents.  These actions that later became customs and guides in the future are called “precedents.”  Briefly describe the historical context (you may use 2-3 bullet points) and evaluate if his actions were positive or negative and explain why in 1-2 sentences.  
	Precedent
	Historical Context
	Positive or Negative Impact?  Explain.  

	Action #1:  The Cabinet

As the president, Washington was the head of the executive branch. He could not make all the decisions within the branch himself. As a result, he appointed advisors (people who give the president advice). All together, these men were known as the Cabinet. Three departments were set up: State Department (foreign Affairs), War Department (military affairs), and Treasury Department (financial affairs). Many acts during this time created new methods of doing things that were not specifically mentioned in the constitution. Many precedents were set at this time. Many of the precedents (examples for others to follow in the future) set by those running the government in these early years is still in effect today. This became part of the Unwritten Constitution, a power a branch has but is not specifically listed/written in the constitution. 


	
	

	Action #2:  Jay’s Treaty

     In the 1790’s, the British were violating American Neutrality by stopping and seizing contents and impressing (taking) American sailors.   Washington believed that the long-term interest of the United States would be served best by avoiding war with Britain.  In 1794, Washington sent Chief Justice John Jay to London to negotiate an agreement with the British.  Jay returned to the United States with a treaty that removed some British forts and outposts from the Northwest (even though the British promised to remove these already in the Paris Peace Treaty in 1783), but did relatively nothing to confirm the rights of American ships, but did prevent war between the two nations.

    The reaction to Jay’s Treaty was severe.  Anti-Federalists argued that the pro-British Federalists had caved to the British and undermined American sovereignty.  Hamilton and others responded that while the treaty was not perfect, it did prevent a war that would have been costly and may have led to defeat.  This is why Washington still took it to the Senate to ratify (which they did by a small margin and which also led to demonstrations against the Jay Treaty).  

  
	
	

	Action #4:  The Whiskey Rebellion
         After the American Revolution, most of the people wanted to pay fewer taxes. The new American government needed to pay for the Revolutionary War, so they put a tax on things, like whiskey. This made Americans feel like nothing changed after the war. It reminded them of taxes, such as the Stamp Act, that the British forced on them. Farmers who made whiskey from leftover grain and corn were forced to pay a new tax.   Many frontier farmers relied on these extra whiskey sales to help make ends meet.  They revolted by marching on and closing courts and attacking tax collectors.  Washington showed the power and authority of the national government when he ordered 12,000 troops to handle the farmers complaining about a tax on whiskey to raise money.   When the farmers saw the soldiers, they dispersed without conflict.   Washington reminded the people that they had representation in government now, unlike when they were under British rule. 


	
	

	Action #5:  The Bank of the United States
     Washington signed into law the first Bank of the United States.  Created by Alexander Hamilton, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Federal Government and wealthy investors would fund this bank.   The bank would be in charge of American currency; issuing paper money.  It also would handle tax receipts, government and state debt, government funds and be a bankers’ bank for lending to other banks.  Hamilton believed that if wealthy people invested in the nation’s bank, they would become more committed to helping the new government succeed.  Thomas Jefferson and James Madison opposed the plan for a national bank.  They argued that it would create an alliance between government and wealthy business interests.  Washington’s support for the bank was important for the stability and growth for America’s economy in our early years.  To make Southern opponents of the bank happy, he agreed to move the nation’s capital from New York City to Washington, D.C.; in the middle of all of the states, but more Southern.      
	
	

	Action #6:  Stepping down at the end of two terms and The Farwell Address

Washington stepped down as president after two terms (8 years total), even though he could have been elected again at that time in American History. Washington wanted to give other people a chance to be president. Washington set the precedent for later presidents to only serve no more than two terms.  He went on to retire at Mount Vernon and died at the age of 67 from a throat infection. 

When Washington left office, he wrote his Farewell Address and published it to the nation: 
“[Future presidents of the United States, you should] observe good faith and justice toward all nations; develop peace and harmony with all. Hatred to one nation can cause bloody wars. Being too friendly with another nation can cause evils. Having favorite nations will lead to wars. While we should make ourselves richer through commercial relations [such as trade and business], we should have as little political connection as possible. We already have some arrangements with some countries. Let us stop there. It would not be smart to associate ourselves politically with European countries. Above all, let’s steer clear of permanent alliances with the foreign world.” 
    In his farewell address he also warned against political parties and partisanship (too loyal to party politics) and wanted people to work out their differences and come to compromises that benefits the entire nation.  He often tried to stay above the bickering of Federalists and Anti-Federalists.  


	
	

	Action #7:  Slavery
    Washington was a slave-owner, but realized the issue of slavery divided and threatened the young republic.  Although he never made a public statement in opposition to slavery, in his private letters he rejects the idea.   He once wrote, “I am principled against this kind of traffic in the human species…There is not a living being who wishes [its abolition] more sincerely than I do.”  In his will he provided for his slaves to be freed after his and Martha’s death.  Washington even stipulated in his will that elderly slaves or those who were too sick to work were to be supported throughout their lives by his estate.   Children without parents, or those whose families were too poor or indifferent to see to their education, were to be bound out to masters who would teach them reading, writing and a useful trade, until they were to be freed at the age of 25.  
	
	


